INSPECTION
CORNER
By David Karina, Assoc. AIA,
RCI, CSI, CDT, ACIA President

CSI Certification
The Next Level
for Inspectors

By now it's common knowledge that the current economic
recession has not overlooked the construction inspection industry
and has left many inspectors impacted by its continued
development.
One fact remains however, which is that this recession, like
others before will eventually end and the economy will recover. It
is the astute inspectors who recognize these challenging times as
the perfect opportunity to develop valuable new skills that will
provide inspectors with the advantage they will need once the
economy recovers and the next construction boom begins.
For years now many entrepreneurial individuals have taken
advantage of the system by offering their version of inspector exam
prep classes. Sounds like a great idea but what do these classes
really teach the candidates other than how to apply for and take the
exam? As a result the market is now overrun with inspectors who
have passed an exam based on obtaining a minimal passing score
but have little or no knowledge of contract administration. This
lack of knowledge can lead to potential issues for everyone, owner,
designers and yes, the inspector.
Today's professional construction inspector's knowledge base
needs to exceed that of verifying construction compliance with
approved documents. They also need to have a firm grasp of
contract administration and document control. Construction
litigation has evolved to the point it is not unusual for the inspector
to be identified in a claim whether it is for a delay, construction
defects etc.
What resources are available for inspectors to improve their
contract administration knowledge?
Glad you asked! For several years the Construction
Specifications Institute has offered such training and certification.
I'm talking about the Construction Document Technologist
certification (CDT). This training provides a comprehensive
overview for professionals who write, interpret, enforce or
manage construction documents. The CDT certified professional is
not only able to understand and interpret written construction
documents but also perform their job duties more effectively.
Today's professional construction inspector with the CDT
acronym after their name, belongs to a select and highly respected
group of construction professionals recognized in the industry for
their comprehensive knowledge of the writing and management of
construction documents.
As a certified CDT myself, I can honestly say that the CDT
overview training and certification provided by CSI have greatly
enhanced the services I provide for my clients. I highly recommend
CDT certification training to all professional construction inspectors.
The next CDT exams are scheduled for March 2010, classes
start January 2010. Don't let this opportunity get away from you.
For more information please visit www.csinet.org and click on
“certifications”.
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New & Renewing OCCCSI Members
Thank you to the following Orange County Chapter
CSI members who have chosen to join or renew their
membership (reports received from August, September
2009)

Pamela Ackrich
Brad Barton
Dylan Budd
Richard Burrow
Margaret Collins
Jeff Downey
James Fitzsimmons
Carl Frank
Judy Holleran
Edward Hunt
Gary Kehrier
David Koons
Lauria, Ernest
Sommer Lira
Bud Maloney
Maurice McCaughin
Richard Nora
Janet Piccola
Mike Pitcher
Chris Popham
Steve Ross
Laura Sellmer
Leie Sualua
Michael Swain
Dana Thornburg
Doug Tobin
John Tompkins
Jim Ulanowski
Linda Ulrich
Frank Wabiszewski
David Walsh
Annette Wren
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WREN’S WESTERN OUTPUT
(continued from page 4)

when she heard about our continued effort to support them.
Let your life shine as an example! The blessings you
have to give are very appreciated! Let the example of your life
speak for you. You can live your life, conduct your business in
a positive manner and do not need to be famous or do
extraordinary things to be a good example. Choose to be an
exemplary human being by living your life with integrity,
dignity and grace. Let your life shine as an example!
P.S. Please read Sheldon Wolfe's article before you vote
your Institute ballot! And, next issue, back to health care
concerns.
© 2009 Annette Wren, FCSI, CDT
Annette Wren is a Business Management Consultant assisting
privately held companies.

WOLFE’S HOWL
(continued from page 5)

The only complaint I have heard about member
categories came from a few Industry Members, who asked,
“So we're not professional?” It was not the existence of
member categories that disturbed them, but the titles. Not
long after hearing that question, almost twenty years ago, I
began referring to “industry professionals” and “design
professionals”, a practice I continue today. Had our
predecessors used these or similar terms, I doubt we would
be having this discussion today.
When you vote, consider the following:
• CSI is one of only a few construction industry
organizations that embrace everyone in the
construction industry and give all full members equal
rights and responsibilities. In contrast, others, such as
AIA and NSPE, allow only specific members or groups
to vote or hold office. Eliminating our member
categories would have no practical effect on members.
• If there is value in our existing requirements for
representation of different member types, the existing
classification method is a benefit as it makes it easy to
identify those who fit into the member categories. It's
much easier to say “Associate Member” than “those
members whose primary function is to provide
service, support, and assistance to the construction
industry” or list a long series of occupation codes. The
same thing could be accomplished by other means, but
to change would require a fair amount of
administrative work to create and define new terms to
replace the ones we now use, and to change all the
policies and documents that mention member
categories. In its simplest form, the
result might merely be using lowercase names, e.g.,
“professional member” for “Professional Member.”
• Because member categories are not mentioned
outside of membership forms and those policies that
are related to makeup of boards and committees, there
would be no visible change in CSI's general
publications. Without a press release, few would know
of the change, and fewer still would care about it.
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• Although having a single member category for full
members may more accurately reflect the way we feel
about teamwork, does it affect membership? Have we
lost or failed to attract any members who were
offended by the member categories? If so, how many?
If potential members are confused by the definitions of
membership categories, perhaps a better explanation
would eliminate the problem.
• This change would affect not only Institute bylaws.
Region and chapter bylaws, as well as Institute, region,
and chapter policies, operating guides, and documents
would have to be reviewed for potential revisions.
• I have no objection to a single member category, only
to the effort required to implement it for the small
impact it would have. If we had but a single member
category, I would have the same objections to a change
to multiple categories.
It may well be that there are compelling reasons to
change to a single member category, reasons that make the
work required to change bylaws, policies, and other
documents worthwhile. If that is the case, we need to know
what those reasons are well before the ballots are issued. It
will be easy to say “yes”, but it will take a lot of time and effort
to finish the job.
We have enough to do in addressing far more significant
issues; we don't need to spend time on things that will have
little effect.
© 2009, Sheldon Wolfe
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EXHIBITORS
(continued from page 6)
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intimate points of contact we have with a building. They should look
great, swing or slide, defeat the heat, block the cold, be green, keep
the peace, make us safe. All of these objectives can be accomplished
with the Total Aesthetic Opening: beautiful doors, frames and
hardware from ASSA ABLOY Group brands. The design possibilities
are limitless with decorative doors from GRAHAM, MAIMAN and
ADAMS RITE, and hardware from CORBIN RUSSWIN, McKINNEY,
ROCKWOOD and SARGENT. For more information, call 877-2170897 or visit www.thegooddesignstudio.com. Contact: Mimi Brown,
University Specialist, Phone: 714-779-3030, ext. 114, Mobile: 714-6553246, Email: mbrown@assaabloydss.com.
PACIFIC POLYMERS, INC. - An ITW Company: In its ongoing
commitment to provide the construction industry with a widely
diverse line of Waterproof Coatings, Sealants, Membranes and
Epoxies, Pacific Polymers, Inc. has put over 40 years of successful
research and development into a complete line of technically proven
and tested products. In 2008, Pacific Polymers became a division of
ILLINOIS TOOL WORKS (NYSE:ITW), A Fortune 200 Diversified
Manufacturing Company with over 925 decentralized business units in
52 countries. Contact: Kimberly Grosch, CSI - Architectural
Marketing; (714) 898-0025 ext. 2104; www.pacpoly.com.
BMI PRODUCTS: Silos: Not Just for Grain Anymore - Rustic silos
are an American farmland tradition. However in today construction
marketplace, we see silos being used to house premixed and
engineered dry products like portland cement plaster, stucco finishes,
and tile mortars. BMI Products brought this European delivery system
to America in 1996, and it has become a popular and common sight
on urban jobsites. The US market is recognizing and embracing this
significant delivery system. The system: eliminates field-mixing,
wasteful bags, wrappers, banding, jugs, and pallets, worker errors,
increases worker productivity, lessens injury and liability to the
contractor, safer material storage with no damage due to weather to
name a few pluses. This system fits nicely into LEED Accreditation and
prevents jobsite mess, and prevents pollutants from entering storm
drains. Today's construction industry professionals feel that premixed
products and silo/mixer delivery system will be a “big part” of
construction's future. For more information, please call Jerry Pozo,
BS, CSI, CDT, Architectural/Technical Consultant with BMI Products
at (408) 595-2031, or jpozo@bmi-products.com
CENTRIA is based in Moon Township, PA and formed 13 years ago,
when the well known and well respected H H Robertson, E G Smith
and Steelite merged. Combined, CENTRIA has well over 100 years
worth of experience in the system design, engineering, and
manufacturing of high quality and high performance exterior grade
insulated and non-insulated metal wall and roof panel systems. The
varied product line include: Formawall Dimension Series,
Versawall/Versapanel and Formabond insulated metal panel systems;
along with Profile Series Wall Panels and SRS Roof Panel non-insulated
metal panel systems, and a wide selection of metal accessories.
CENTRIA's newest innovations to the construction industry include
MetalWrap, SolarCrest, and Formawall PE vertical seal plate.
CENTRIA has a long history and involvement in the sustainability
movement, and offers many benefits to its customers through
sustainable practices and environmental stewardship. Our mission is
to meet the sustainability needs of our customers by putting
innovative ideas into action. Gary M. Kehrier, CSI, CDT; Southern
California District Sales Manager; 949.589.0997.
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(714) 434-9909 (Chapter Hotline)

www.occsi.org

OCCCSI
Post Office Box 8899
Anaheim, CA 92812

MEETING SCHEDULE AND INFORMATION
Make reservations by the Friday preceding the meeting.
Call the Chapter Hotline at (714) 434-9909

UPCOMING MEETINGS:
JANUARY 1
JANUARY 5

JANUARY 12

FLYER DEADLINE
BOARD MEETING (5:30 P.M.)
THOMPSON'S DESIGN CENTER
1716 CASE ROAD
ORANGE, CALIFORNIA
ANNUAL JOINT OCCCSI & LACSI MEETING
LUTRON EXPERIENCE CENTER
2458 DUPONT DRIVE
IRVINE, CALIFORNIA 92612
SPEAKER - MCGRAW HILL
2010 PROJECTION

FEBRUARY 1
FEBRUARY

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
OCCCSI BOARD MEETING (5:30 P.M.)
THOMPSON'S DESIGN CENTER
1716 CASE ROAD
ORANGE, CALIFORNIA
NO MONTHLY MEETING IN FEBRUARY.

